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(54) Alpha-Substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative and medicine containing the same 

(57) Disclosed herein are an a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative represented by the following general for- 
mula (1): 




( 1 ) 



wherein W is a (substituted) lactam ring, A is an alkylene or alkyleneoxy group or the like, X is O, S, NH or CH 2 , Y 1 is 
an amino, hydroxy or lower alkoxy group, R 1 is H, alkyl group or the like, R 2 is an alkyl or phenyl group or the like, and 
R 3 is H, alkyl or alkoxy group or the like, or a salt thereof, and a medicine comprising such a compound as an active 
ingredient. The compound is excellent in the effect of lowering Wood glucose and lipid. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention: 

[0001] The present invention relates to a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivatives or salts thereof, which are 
excellent in the effect of lowering blood glucose and lipid, and medicines comprising such a compound as an active 
ingredient. 

w 

Description of the Background Art: 

[0002] Non-insulin dependent diabetes mellitius (NIDDM) is a disease caused by insulin resistance in a target tissue 
of insulin and impaired insulin secretion from p cells of pancreas. Sulfonylureas and insulin, which are in wide use for 
15 treating NIDDM at present, are agents for mainly improving impaired insulin secretion. Of these, the sulfonylureas, 
which are oral drugs, have a strong antidiabetic effect based on both pancreatic action and extrapancreatic action, but 
often cause serious hypoglycemia. Therefore, care must be taken in using them. 

[0003] in recent years, the importance of insulin resistance in NIDDM has come to be indicated, so that there has 
been a demand for development of a drug exhibiting an antidiabetic effect by lightening insulin resistance in a target 

20 tissue of insulin without stimulating insulin secretion. As compounds having such an effect, have been developed thia- 
zolidine derivatives such as troglKazone and pioglitazone (Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Nos. 22636/1980. 
51 1 89/1 985 and 157522/1994, etc.). In addition, some thiazolidine derivatives having a like effect and a bicyclic lactam 
structure or cyclic urethane structure have also been reported [Japanese Patent Application (KOHYO) Nos. 
502144/1994, 502145/1994 and 502146/1994 (through PCT route), etc.]. Further, a great number of derivatives having 

25 no thiazolidine ring have also been reported [for example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 170478/1991 , 
Japanese Patent Application (KOHYO) No. 508054/1993 (through PCT route), etc.]. Furthermore, arylpropionic acid 
derivatives have also been reported as antidiabetics (WO91/19702, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Nos. 
325250/1 996, 325263/1996 and 325264/1 996, etc.). 

[0004] However, the blood glucose-lowering effect brought about by these compounds which lighten insulin resistance 
30 has been not yet sufficient. 

[0005] On the other hand, hyperlipemia and obesity have been becoming a problem in modern times when satiation 
and lack of exercise have been chronic, and there is hence a demand for development of medicines for treating these 
diseases. 

35 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a novel compound excellent in the effect of low- 
ering blood glucose and lipid. 

[0007] With the foregoing circumstances in view, the present inventors have synthesized various kinds of compounds 
40 and carried out an extensive investigation as to their pharmacological effects. As a result, it has been found that a-sub- 
stituted phenylpropionic acid derivatives represented by a general formula (1), which will be described subsequently, 
are excellent in the effect of lowering blood glucose and lipid and hence are useful in preventing or treating diabetes 
mellitus, hyperlipemia, obesity and the like, thus leading to completion of the present invention. 
[0008] According to the present invention, there is thus provided an a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative rep- 
45 resented by the following general formula (1): 



55 wherein W is a monocyclic or bicyclic lactam ring which may be substituted, A is an alkylene, alkyleneoxy or alkylene- 
carbonyl group which may be substituted by at least one hydroxy group, X is O, S, NH or Chfe, Y 1 is an amino, 
hydroxyamino, hydroxyalkyfamino, monoalkylamino, dialkylamino, cyclic amino, hydroxy or lower alknxy group, R 1 is a 
hydrogen atom, lower alkyl group, hydroxyalkyl group, altaxyalkyl group, halogenoalkyl group or COY 2 On which Y 2 is 
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an amino, hydroxyamino, hydroxyalkylamino, monoalky (amino, cGalkylamino, cyclic amino, hydroxy or lower alkoxy 
group), R 2 is a lower alkyl, hydroxyalkyl, alkoxyalkyl or halogenoalkyl group, COY 2 (in which Y 2 has the same meaning 
as defined above), or a phenyl, pyridyl or aralkyl group which may be substituted, and R 3 is a hydrogen or halogen 
atom, or an alkyl, alkoxy, halogenoalkyl, amino, hydroxy or acyl group, or a salt thereof. ' 
5 [0009] According to the present invention, there is also provided a medicine comprising the a-substituted phenylpro- 
pionic acid derivative represented by the general formula (1) or the salt thereof as an active ingredient 
[001 0] According to the present invention, there is further provided a medicinal composition comprising the a-substi- 
tuted phenylpropionic acid derivative represented by the general formula (1) or the salt thereof and a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable carrier. 

io [001 1 ] According to the present invention, there is still further provided use of the a-substituted phenylpropionic acid 
derivative represented by the general formula (1) or the salt thereof for a medicine. 

[0012] According to the present invention, there is yet still further provided a method of treating diabetes meilitus 
and/or hyperlipemia, which comprises administering the a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative represented by 
the general formula (1) or the salt thereof to a patient. 
is [0013] The compounds (1) according to the present invention are excellent in the effect of lowering blood glucose and 
lipid and are hence useful as agents for preventing or treating diabetes meilitus, hyperlipemia, obesity and the like. 
[0014] The above and other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will be readily appreciated as 
the same becomes better understood from the preferred embodiments of the present invention, which will be described 
subsequently in detail, and from the appended claims. 

20 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0015] The lactam ring represented by W in the a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivatives according to the 
present invention, which are represented by the general formula (1), is preferably selected from among, for example. 
25 grcajpsrepresemedbythefd!owing(W-1)to(W-9): 



R 5 




CW-7) (W-8) (W-9) 



wherein R 4 is a hydrogen or halogen atom, an alkyl. alkoxy, halogenoalkyl. amino, hydroxy, cyano, carbamoyl, acyl, 
nitro, carboxy or sulfonamide group, or a phenyl or benzyloxy which may be substituted, R 5 is a hydrogen atom, an alkyl 
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group, or an aryl, aralkyl or pyridyl group which may be substituted, R 6 is a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group. R 7 is 
a lower alkyl, phenyl or aralkyl group. Z 1 is O, S, CH 2 or NR 5 (in which R 5 has the same meaning as defined above), Z 2 
is N or CH, and m is an integer of 1 to 4. 

[0016] In the above formulae, the alkyl groups represented by R 4 and R 5 are preferably linear or branched alkyl 
5 groups having 1 to 8 carbon atoms. Examples thereof include methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, sec-butyl, tert- 
butyl, pentyl. hexyl, heptyl and octyl groups. The alkoxy group represented by R 4 is preferably a linear or branched 
aikoxy group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms. Examples thereof include methoxy. ethoxy, propoxy. butoxy, perrtyloxy, hexy- 
loxy, heptyloxy and octyfoxy groups. Examples of the halogen atom include fluorine, chlorine, bromine and iodine 
atoms. The haiogenoalkyl group is preferably an alkyl group substituted by 1 to 3 halogen atoms and having 1 to 8 car- 
lo bon atoms. Examples thereof include trifluoromethyl. trichloromethyi and tribromomethyl groups. Examples of the acyi 
group include alkanoyl groups having 1 to 9 carbon atoms, such as formyl, acetyl and propionyl groups, and aroyl 
groups such as a benzoyl group. Examples of substituents on the phenyl or benzyloxy group include the alkyl groups, 
aikoxy groups, halogen atoms, haiogenoalkyl groups and acyl group, which have been mentioned above, and besides 
amino, hydroxy, cyano, carbamoyl, nitro. carboxy. sulfonamide, phenyl and benzyloxy groups. 
15 [001 7] The lower alkyl groups represented by R 6 and R 7 are preferably linear or branched alkyl groups having 1 to 6 
carbon atoms. Examples thereof include methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, isobutyl and sec-butyl groups. Exam- 
ples of the aryl group represented by R 5 include aryl groups having 6 to 14 carbon atoms, such as phenyl and naphthyi 
groups. Examples of the aralkyl groups represented by R 5 and R 7 include phenyl-C^-alkyl groups such as benzyl and 
phenetyl groups. Examples of substituents on the aryl, aralkyl or pyridyl group represented by R 5 include the same sub- 
20 stituents as those mentioned in the phenyl group represented by R 4 . The group W is particularly preferably (W-1), (W- 
2)(W-4)or(W-5). 

[0018] The group A in the general formula (1) is preferably a linear or branched alkylene group having 1 to 8 carbon 
atoms, which may be substituted by 1 to 5 hydroxy groups, a linear or branched alkyleneaxy group having 1 to 8 carbon 
atoms, which may be substituted by 1 to 5 hydroxy groups, or a linear or branched alkylenecarbonyl group having 2 to 

25 9 carbon atoms, which may be substituted by 1 to 5 hydroxy groups. Specific examples of A include ethylene, trimeth- 
ylene, propylene, tetramethylene, butylene, ethyleneoxy, trimethyleneoxy, 2-hydroxytrimethyleneoxy, propyleneoxy, 
butyleneoxy, methylenecarbonyl, ethylenecarbonyl and trimethylenecarbonyl groups. Of these, the ethylene, trimethyl- 
ene, ethyleneoxy arid 2-hydroxytrimethyteneoxy groups are particularly preferred. 
[001 9] An atomic group represented by X is preferably an oxygen atom. 

30 [0020] With respect to the groups represented by Y 1 and Y 2 , the alkyl moieties of the mono- or dialkylamino groups 
or hydroxyalkylamino groups are linear or branched alkyl groups having 1 to 6 carbon atoms. Examples thereof include 
methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, isobutyl, sec-butyl and tert-butyl groups. Examples of the cyclic amino groups 
include 4-membered to 7-membered cyclic amino groups such as piperazinyl, piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyl and azetidinyl 
groups. Examples of the aikoxy groups include linear or branched aikoxy groups having 1 to 6 carbon atoms, such as 

35 methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy and butoxy groups. 

[0021] Examples of the lower alkyl groups represented by R 1 and R 2 include linear or branched alkyl groups having 
1 to 6 carbon atoms, such as methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl. isobutyl, sec-butyl and tert-butyl groups. 
[0022] The hydroxyalkyl group represented by R 2 is preferably a hydroxy-Cve-alkyl group. Examples thereof include 
hydroxyethyl and hydroxypropyl groups. The alkoxyalkyl group represented by R 2 is preferably a Ct.e-alkoxy-Cj.e-alkyl 

40 group. Examples thereof include methoxyethyl. ethcxyethyl and methoxypropyi groups. The haiogenoalkyl group repre- 
sented by R 2 is preferably an alkyl group substituted by 1 to 3 halogen atoms and having 1 to 6 carbon atoms. Examples 
thereof include trifluoromethyl and trifluoroethyl groups. 

[0023] Examples of the aralkyl group represented by R 2 include pheny1-Cv 6 -alkyl groups such as benzyl and phenetyl 
groups. Examples of substituents on the phenyl, pyridyl or aralkyl group represented by R 2 include alkyl groups, aikoxy 
45 groups, halogen atoms, haiogenoalkyl groups, acyl groups, amino group, hydroxy group, cyano group, carbamoyl 
group, nitro group, carboxy group, sulfonamide group, phenyl group and benzyloxy group. R 1 is preferably a hydrogen 
atom. R 2 is preferably a lower alkyl group. 

[0024] The alkyl group represented by R 3 is preferably a linear or branched alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms. 
Examples thereof include methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, sec-butyl, tert-butyl, pentyl, hexyl, heptyl and octyl 

so groups. The aikoxy group represented by R 3 is preferably a linear or branched aikoxy group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms. 
Examples thereof include methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, butoxy, perrtyloxy, hexyloxy, heptyloxy and octyloxy groups. Exam- 
ples of the halogen atom include fluorine, chlorine, bromine and iodine atoms. The haiogenoalkyl group is preferably an 
alkyl group substituted by 1 to 3 halogen atoms and having 1 to 8 carbon atoms. Examples thereof include trifluorome- 
thyl, trichloromethyi and tribromomethyl groups. Examples of the acyl group include alkanoyl groups having 1 to 9 car- 

55 bon atoms, such as formyl. acetyl and propionyl groups, and aroyl groups such as a benzoyl group. R 3 is preferably a 
hydrogen atom. 

[0025] The compounds (1) according to the present invention may include various kinds of pharmaceutical ly accept- 
able solvates such as hydrates, and those of polymorphism. Since the compounds (1) according to the present inven- 
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tion have an asymmetric carbon atom, stereoisomers exist All these isomers are included in the present invention. 
[0026] No particular limitation is imposed on salts of the compounds (1) according to the present invention so far as 
they are pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts. Preferable examples of such salts include hydrogen halide salts such as 
hydrofluorides. hydrochlorides, hydrobromides and hydriodides; inorganic acid salts such as carbonates, nitrates, per- 
forates, sulfates and phosphates; lower alkyt-suKonates such as methanesurfonates, ethanesulfonates and trifluor- 
omethanesutfonates; arylsulfonates such as benzenesuKonates and p-toluenesuKbnates; organic acid salts such as 
fumarates, maleates, succinates, citrates, tartrates and oxalates; amino acid salts such as glutamates and aspartates; 
and salts with alkali and alkaline earth metals such as sodium, potassium and calcium. 

[0027] The compounds (1) according to the present invention can be prepared, for example, in accordance with any 
of the following Preparation Processes 1 to 8. 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



Preparation Process 1> 

Case of R l s H and X » 0 in the general formula (1): 



Step i 



(2) 



CHO 



Step 3 



(5) 



W-A 2 -H + 

(3) 



Step 2 



(4) 



(6) 

Step 4 



OMe 



40 




OR 2 



OR* 



45 
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Step 6 



(1-1) 



(7) 



Step 5 




(8) 



CN 



OR 2 



wherein R 2 , R 3 , Wand A have the same meanings as defined above, A 2 is an alkyleneoxy group which may be substi- 
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tuted by at least one hydroxyl group, Y 3 is an amino, hydroxy! or lower alkyt group, Q 1 is a leaving group, and Q 2 is a 
halogen atom. 

[0028] More specifically, a compound (1-1) according to the present invention is prepared in the following manner. A 
compound represented by a general formula (2) is reacted with a compound represented by a general formula W-H to 
form a compound represented by a general formula (5) (Step 1). The 4-substitution product of compounds (5) may also 
be synthesized by the reaction of a compound represented by a general formula (3) with a compound represented by 
a general formula (4) (Step 2). The compound (5) is then subjected to a Wrttig reaction with (methoxymethyQtriphenyl- 
phosphonium chloride (Step 3), and the resultant compound represented by a general formula (6) is reacted with its 
corresponding alcohol to form an acetal derivative represented by a general formula (7) (Step 4). The acetal derivative 
is then reacted with trimethylsilyl nitrile to form a compound represented by a general formula (8) (Step 5). Finally, the 
compound (8) is hydrolyzed or reacted with an alcohol in the presence of an acid catalyst (Step 6), whereby the com- 
pound (1-1) according to the present invention can be prepared. The individual steps will hereinafter be described in 
detail. 

Stepl : 

[0029] The compound (2) is reacted with the compound W-H in the presence of proper base and solvent, whereby 
the compound (5) can be obtained. 

[0030] The compound (2) can be prepared by halogenation or sulfonylation of the terminal hydroxy group in the ben- 
zakfehyde derivative substituted by a hydroxyalkoxy group or hydroxyalkyl group, which has been purchased as a com- 
mercially available reagent or synthesized in accordance with a known method [for example, a method described in 
Journal of Heterocyclic Chemistry, 6, 243 (1969) or Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 92228/1996]. Exam- 
ples of the leaving group (Q 1 ) thereof include halogen atoms such as chlorine, bromine and iodine atoms, and meth- 
anesulfonyloxy, p-toluenesulfonyloxy and trif luoromethanesulfonyloxy groups. Of these, the methanesulfonyloxy group 
is particularly preferred. 

[0031] Examples of the base used in the reaction of the compound (2) with the compound W-H include sodium 
hydride, calcium hydride, potassium t-butoxide, sodum hydroxide, potassium hydroxide and potassium carbonate. No 
particular limitation is imposed on the solvent used herein so far as it does not affect the reaction. Examples of the sol- 
vent used include ethers such as tetrahydrofuran and diaxane; hydrocarbons such as benzene and toluene; amides 
such as dimethylformamide, dimethylacetamide and N-methyl-a-pyrroIidone; and sulfoxides such as dimethyl sulfoxide. 
The reaction is carried out in a temperature range of from a temperature under ice cooling to a reflux temperature under 
heating. It is particularly preferred to conduct the reaction by heating and stirring the reactants at 70 to 100°C for 2 to 5 
hours in the presence of potassium carbonate in dimethylformamide. 

Step 2 : 

[0032] The compound (3) which is a starting material can be prepared, for example, in accordance with the method 
described in Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 1L 1038 (1968); or Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 32, 130 (1995). This 
compound (3) is reacted with the p-halogenobenzaldehyde derivative (4) in the presence of proper base and solvent, 
whereby the compound (5) can be obtained. Examples of the halogen atom Q 2 in the a p-halogenobenzaWehyde deriv- 
ative (4) include, fluorine, chlorine, bromine and iodine atoms, with the fluorine atom being particularly preferred. Exam- 
ples of the base used in this reaction include sodium hydride, potassium t-butoxide, sodium hydroxide and potassium 
hydroxide. No particular limitation is imposed on the solvent used herein so far as it does not affect the reaction. Exam- 
ples of the solvent used include ethers such as tetrahydrofuran and diaxane; hydrocarbons such as benzene and tolu- 
ene; amides such as dimethylformamide, dimethylacetamide and N-methyl-a-pyrrolidone; and sulfoxides such as 
dimethyl sulfoxide. The reaction is carried out in a temperature range of from a temperature under ice cooling to a reflux 
temperature under heating. The reaction time is about 0.5 to 24 hours. It is particularly preferred to conduct the reaction 
by adding sodium hydride little by little to a dimethyl sulfoxide solution of a mixture of the compound (3) and the com- 
pound (4) under ice cooling and then stirring the resultant mixture for 1 to 3 hours at room temperature or so. 

Step 3 : 

[0033] The compound (5) is subjected to the Wittig reaction with (methoxymethyOtriphenylphosphonium chloride, 
which is a commercially available reagent, in the presence of proper base and solvent, whereby the compound (6) can 
be obtained [the compound (6) is obtained as a mixture of Ei]. Examples of the base used in this reaction include n- 
butyllithium, sec-butyllithium, lithium diisopropylamide, potassium t- butoxide and sodium methoxkJe. No particular lim- 
itation is imposed on the solvent used herein so far as it does not affect the reaction. Examples thereof include ethers 
such as diethyl ether and tetrahydrofuran; hydrocarbons such as benzene and toluene; and alcohols such as ethanol. 
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It is particularly preferred to conduct the reaction by preparing lithium diisopropyiamide in a flask containing tetrahydro- 
furan and stirring the reaction mixture at a reaction temperature of from -10°C to 20°C for about 3 to 5 hours. 

Step 4: 

5 

[0034] The compound (6) is reacted with its corresponding alcohol in the presence of an acid catalyst, whereby the 
compound (7) can be prepared. 

[0035] When the alcohol has a low boiling point, the alcohol itself is used as a solvent When the alcohol has a high 
boiling point on the other hand, a hydrocarbon such as benzene or toluene, or an amide such as dimethylformamide or 
70 dimethylacetamide may be used as a solvent. Examples of the acid catalyst include p-toluenesuffonic acid and meth- 
♦ anesuJfonic acid. The reaction is carried out in a temperature range of from a warming temperature to a reflux temper- 
ature under heating. The reaction time is about 1 to 24 hours. 

Steps: 

15 

[0036] The compound (7) is reacted with an excess amount of trimethylsilyl nitrile in the presence of a boron trif luoride 
etherate catalyst in methylene chloride, whereby the compound (8) can be prepared. The reaction is carried out at a 
temperature of from 0 to 20°C for about 0.5 to 2 hours. 

20 Step 6 : 

[0037] In general, the compound (8) is hydrolyzed under basic conditions, whereby the compound (1 -1 ) according to 
the present invention can be prepared. Examples of the base used include sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide. 
As a solvent for the reaction, is used a mixed solvent of ethanol-water, dioxane-water or the like, the reaction is carried 
25 out in a temperature range of from 80°C to a reflux temperature for about 0.5 to 5 hours. An ester derivative correspond- 
ing to the compound (1-1) can be prepared by using a compound in which Y 3 in the compound (1-1) according to the 
present invention is Nh^, and heating this compound and an alcohol with stirring in the presence of a catalytic amount 
of a Lewis acid such as titanium tetrachloride in 1 N hydrochloric acid. 
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55 wherein W, R 2 , R 3 f Y 3 , A. A 2 and Q 1 have the same meanings as defined above, and A 1 means A or a single bond. 
[0038] More specifically, a benzatdehyde derivative represented by a general formula (9) is allowed to react in the 
same manner as in Step 3 to Step 6 described in Preparation Process 1 to form a compound represented by a genera! 
formula (10). The benzyl group which is a protecting group is then removed from the compound (10) to obtain a com- 
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pound represented by a general formula (11) (Step 7). After the terminal hydroxy group of this compound is converted 
into a leaving group (Q 1 ) (Step 8), the resultant compound is allowed to react in the same manner as in Step 1 of Prep- 
aration Process 1, whereby the compound (1-1) according to the present invention can be prepared. When A 1 in the 
compound represented by the general formula (1 1) is a single bond, the compound is subjected to a condensation reac- 
5 tion with a compound represented by the general formula (3), whereby a compound (1-2) according to the present 
invention can be obtained (step 9). The individual steps will hereinafter be described. 

Step 7 : 

io [0039] The compound (9), which is a starting material, is purchased as a commercially available reagent or synthe- 
sized in accordance with a Known method [for example, a method descrfced in Journal of Heterocyclic Chemistry, £, 
243 (1969) or Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 92228/1996], and is converted into a compound of the gen- 
eral formula (10) in the same manner as in Step 3 to Step 6 described in Preparation Process 1. This compound (10) 
is reduced by catalytical hydrogenation, whereby the compound of the general formula (1 1) can be prepared. Examples 

is of the catalyst used in this reaction include palladium catalysts such as palladium on charcoal, palladium black and pal- 
ladium hydroxide; platinum catalysts such as platinum oxide and platinum black; and nickel catalysts such as Raney 
nickel. No particular limitation is imposed on a solvent used so far as it does not affect the reaction. Examples thereof 
include methanol, ethanol, dioxane, dimethylformamide, acetic acid and a mixed solvent of ethanol-acetic acid. The 
reaction is carried out at atmospheric pressure or under pressure at room temperature or under heating at about 60 to 

20 100°C. 

Step 8 : 

[0040] The compound (12) is prepared by halogenating or sulfonyiating the terminal hydroxy group of the phenyipro- 
25 pionic acid derivative (11), the benzene ring of which has been substituted by a hydroxyalkcxy group, hydroxyalkyl 
group or hydroxyalkanoyl group, in the presence or absence of a base and a solvent. Examples of the leaving group 
(Q 1 ) thereof include halogen atoms such as chlorine, bromine and iodine atoms, and methanesulfonylaxy, p-toluenesul- 
fonyloxy and trif luoromethanesulfonyloxy groups. Of these, the methanesulfonyloxy group is particularly preferred. No 
particular limitation is imposed on the solvent used in the reaction so far as it does not affect the reaction. Examples of 
30 the solvent used include chlorinated hydrocarbons such as methylene chloride and chloroform; ethers such as tetrahy- 
drof uran and dioxane; hydrocarbons such as benzene and toluene; amides such as dimethylformamide, dimethylaceta- 
mide and N-methyl-a-pyrrolidone; and sulfoxides such as dimethyl sulfoxide. Examples of the base used include 
tri ethyl amine, pyridine, 4-dimethylaminopyridine, sodium hydride, sodium hydroxide and sodium carbonate. 
[0041 ] The compound (12) thus obtained can be converted into the compound (1 -1 ) according to the present inven- 
35 tion in the same manner as in Step 1 of Preparation Process 1 . 

Step 9 : 

[0042] Among the compounds represented by the general formula (1 1), a compound in which A 1 is a single bond can 
40 be converted into the compound (1-2) according to the present invention by a Mitsunobu reaction (see Organic Reac- 
tion 42, 335) with a compound represented by the general formula (3), which has been described in Preparation Proc- 
ess 1. More specifically, each 1 to 3 equivalents of triphenylphosphine and dialkyl (dimethyl, diethyl or diisopropyl) 
azobiscarboxylate are added to a solution of the compound (3) and compond (11) in methylene chloride, tetrahydro- 
furan, benzene, toluene, ether, dioxane or dimethylformamide, and the reaction is conducted in a temperature range of 
as from -5°C to a reflux temperature under heating for about 1 to 24 hours, whereby the compound (1 -2) according to the 
present invention can be obtained. 
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55 wherein W, A, R 2 , R 3 . A 1 . A 2 and Y 3 have the 6ame meanings as defined above, and X 1 is O, S or CH 2 . 

[0043] A compound represented by the general formula (9) is condensed with a compound represented by a general 
formula (13) to form a compound represented by a general formula (14) (Step 10). The compound thus obtained is 
allowed to react in the same manner as in Step 6 and Step 7 of Preparation Process 2, whereby a compound repre- 
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sented by a general formula (1 6) can be obtained. Subsequently, the compound (16) can be converted into a compound 
(1-3) according to the present invention in the same manner as in Step 8 and Step 1 of Preparation Process 2. When 
A 1 in the compound represented by the general formula (16) is a single bond, the compound is subjected to a Mitsu- 
nobu reaction in the same manner as in Step 9 of Preparation Process 2, whereby a compound (1-4) accorring to the 
5 present invention can be obtained. Step 1 0 will hereinafter be described in detail. 

9tep10 : 

[0044] The compound (13), which is a starting material, can be purchased as a commercially available reagent or 
io prepared in accordance with a known method [for example, a method described in Organic Synthesis Collect, Volume 
II, 387, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Na 136391/1994. or the like]. This compound is condensed' with the 
compound represented by the general formula (9) in the presence of a proper base or catalyst, whereby the compound 
(a mixture of E:Z) of the general formula (14) can be prepared. Examples of the base used in the reaction include 
sodium hydride, potassium t-butoxide and pyridine. When the catalyst is used, piperidine and acetic acid, piperidinium 
75 acetate, piperidinium benzoate, or the like may be used. No particular limitation is imposed on a solvent used so far as 
it does not affect the reaction. Examples of the solvent used include ethers such as tetrahydrofuran and diaxane; hydro- 
carbons such as benzene and toluene; amides such as dimethylformamide. dimethylacetamide and N-methyl-a-pyrro- 
lidone; and sulfoxides such as dimethyl sulfoxide. 
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wherein W, A, Y 1 , R 2 R 3 , X 1 and A 2 have the same meanings as defined above, R 8 is a lower alkyl group, and X 2 is O 
or NH. 

[0045] More specifically, a compound represented by a general formula (17) is converted into a compound (1-5) 
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according to the present invention by an ordinary alkylating method (Step 11). Subsequently, this compound is hydro- 
lyzed or reacted with any of various amines, whereby a compound (1 -6) accorcfing to the present invention can be pre- 
pared (Step 12). Alternatively, the compound (5) and a compound (18) are successively treated in the same manner as 
in Step 10 of Preparation Process 3 and Step 7 of Preparation Process 2, whereby the compound (1-5) according to 
the present invention can also be obtained. The individual steps will hereinafter be described. 

Step 11 : 

[0046] The compound represented by the general formula (17), which is a starting material, can be synthesized in 
accordance with a known method [for example, a method described in Organic Synthesis Collect, Volume III, 586 
(1955); Journal of Chemical Society, 1808 (1951); Synthesis, 793 (1992); Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 
325263/1996; or the like]. This compound or a salt thereof is reacted with a halide (iodide, bromide or chloride), 
whereby the compound (1 -5) according to the present invention can be obtained. This reaction is carried out in the pres- 
ence of a base in a proper solvent. Examples of the solvent used include dimethylfbrmamide, dimethyl sulfoxide, meth- 
anol, ethanol, ethoxyethanol, tetrahydrofuran, dioxane and acetonitrile. Examples of the base used include 
triethylamine, N.N-diisopropylethylamine, pyridine, sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, potassium carbonate, 
sodium hydrogencarbonate, sodium hydride and potassium hydride. The reaction is performed at room temperature or 
under heating with stirring. 

Step 12: 

[0047] The compound (1 -5) according to the present invention is hydrolyzed in the presence of proper solvent and 
base, whereby the compound (1-6) according to the present invention can be obtained as its corresponding carboxylic 
acid. Alternatively, the compound (1-5) according to the present invention is reacted with any of various amines in the 
presence or absence of a solvent, or the above carboxylic acid is converted into an active derivative (for example, an 
acid halide or mixed acid anhydride) and then reacted with any of various amines, whereby the compound (1 -6) accord- 
ing to the present invention can be prepared. With respect to the solvent and base used in the hydrolysis, the same con- 
ditions as those in Step 6 of Preparation Process 1 may be used. 

< Preparation Process 5> 

Case of R 1 = H and X = S in the general formula (1): 




(1-8) 



wherein W, A, R 2 , R 3 and Y 1 have the same meaning as defined above. 

[0048] More specifically, a compound represented by a genera! formula (20) is hydrolyzed under basic conditions and 
then reacted with its corresponcfing halide. whereby a compound (1-7) according to the present invention (Step 13). 
This compound is further converted into an active carboxylic acid derivative and then reacted with any of various 
amines and alcohols, whereby a compound (1-8) according to the present invention can be prepared (Step 14). The 
individual steps will hereinafter be descrfoed. 
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Step 13: 

[0049] The compound represented by the general formula (20) (EP 0787727-A1). which is a starting material, is 
hydrolyzed under basic conditions and then reacted with its corresponding halide, whereby the compound (1-7) accord* 
s ing to the present Invention can be prepared. Specifically, after the compound of the general formula (20) is gently 
heated to reflux for 0.5 to 1 hour in a 15% aqueous solution of sodium hydroxide, a methanol solution of the correspond- 
ing halide (iodide, bromide or chloride) is added at room temperature, and the mixture is stirred for about 1 to 3 hours, 
whereby the compound (1-7) according to the present invention can be obtained. 

io Step 14 : 

[0050] The carboxylic acid, which is the compound ( 1 -7) accorcfing to the present invention, is converted into an active 
derivative (for example, an acid halide or mixed acid anhydride) and then reacted with any of various amines and alco- 
hols, or the compound (1-7) according to the present invention is reacted with any of various amines and alcohols in the 
15 presence of a proper condensation agent, whereby the compound (1 -8) according to the present invention can be pre- 
pared. 

[0051 ] Examples of the condensation agent used include carbonyldiimidazole, 1 -hydroxy-2(1 H)-pyridone, N-hydrox- 
ysuccinimide, diphenylphosphorylazide, N.N-dicydohexylcarbodiimide and 1-ethyl-3^3-dimethylaminopropyl)-carbodi- 
imide hydrochloride. The reaction is carried out In the presence of a proper base, for example, an organic base such as 
20 trielhylarrrine or pyridine, according to the kind of the condensation agent used. 
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wherein W, A. A 1 , A 2 , Y 3 , R 1 , R* R 3 and Q 1 have the same meanings as defined above. 

[0052] More specifically, after a compound (21) is reacted with a compound (22) to form a compound (23) (Step 15), 
exactly the same reactions as in Steps 4, 5, 6 and 7 of Preparation Process 2 are conducted, whereby a compound (24) 
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can be prepared. After the terminal hydroxy group of the resultant compound (24) is converted into a leaving group (Q 1 ) 
in the same manner as in Step 8 of Preparation Process 2, the resultant compound is allowed to react in the same man- 
ner as in Step 1 of Preparation Process 2, whereby a compound (1-10) according to the present invention can be pre- 
pared. When A 1 in the compound represented by the general formula (24) is a single bond, the compound is subjected 
to the Mrtsunobu reaction with a compound represented by the general formula (3) in the same manner as in Step 9 of 
Preparation Process 2, whereby a compound (1-9) according to the present invention can be prepared. Step 15 will 
hereinafter be described in detail. 

Step 15 : 

[0053] The compound (21), which is a starting material, can be purchased as a commercially available reagent or 
prepared from the compound (9) in accordance with a known method [for example, a method described in Journal of 
Organic Chemistry, 2L 1 149 (1956); Angewandte Chemie, S£L 364 (1968); or the like]. This compound (21) is heated 
and stirred in the presence of an acid anhydride (22) and a base in accordance with a method described in literature 
[for example, Journal of American Chemical Society, 72, 1988 (1950); Journal of American Chemical Society, 73, 491 1 
(1951); Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 2& 3897 (1996); or the like], whereby the compound (23) can be prepared. 
Examples of the base used include pyridine, sodium acetate and potassium acetate. 



Preparation Process 7> 

Case of R 1 = group COY 2 in the general formula (1): 




wherein R 2 , R 3 , Y 1 , Y 2 A and W have the same meaning as defined above, and X 3 is O, S or NH. 
[0054] More specifically, a compound represented by the general formula (5) is condensed with a malonic acid deriv- 
ative represented by a general formula (26) in the same manner as in Step 1 0 of Preparation Process 4, thereby obtain- 
ing a compound represented by a general formula (27). The compound thus obtained is reduced in the same manner 
as in Step 7 of Preparation Process 2 to convert it into a compound represented by a general formula (28), and the com- 
pound (28) is then subjected to a brominating reaction, whereby a compound represented by a general formula (29) can 
be prepared (Step 16). Finally, the compound (29) is reacted with any of various nucleophilic reagents, whereby a com- 
pound (1-11) according to the present invention can be prepared (Step 17). Steps 16 and 17 will hereinafter be 
described in detail. 
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Step 16 : 

[0055] The compound represented by the general formula (28) is reacted with bromine in the presence of a proper 
solvent in accordance with a known method [for example, a method described in Organic Synthesis Collect Volume III, 
705 (1955); Organic Synthesis Collect Volume 1, 245 (1945); Tetrahedron Letters, 24- 163 (1983); or the like], whereby 
the compound represented by the general formula (29) can be prepared. Examples of the solvent used include acetic 
acid, diethyl ether, dioxane and carbon tetrachloride. 

Step 17: 

[0056] The compound represented by the general formula (29) is reacted with any of various alcohols, amines and 
thiols in the presence of proper solvent and base, whereby the compound (1-11) according to the present invention can 
be prepared. No particular limitation is imposed on the solvent used so far as it does not affect the reaction. Examples 
thereof include various kinds of alcohols, dioxane, tetrahydrofuran, dimethyrformamide and dimethyl sulfoxide. Exam- 
ples of the base used include sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, potassium carbonate, sodium hydrogen- carbon- 
ate, sodium hydride, triethylamine and pyridine. 

Preparation Process 8> 




r I — 12> (33) 



wherein R 2 , R 3 , X\ Y 1 , Y 2 , A 2 Q 1 and W have the same meanings as defined above. 

[0057] More specifically, a compound represented by a general formula (3d) is reacted with a compound represented 
by a general formula (31) in the same manner as in Step 1 of Preparation Process 1, thereby obtaining a compound 
(32). The compound thus obtained is then catalytically reduced in the same manner as in Step 7 of Preparation Process 
2 to obtain a compound (33). Finally, the compound (33) is reacted with the compound (3), whereby a compound (1 -1 2) 
according to the present invention can be prepared. 

[0058] The compound (1) according to the present invention obtained by each of the above-described preparation 
processes can be isolated in the form of crystals or a liquid, as needed, by the conventional means for isolation and 
purification, for example, recrystallization, distillation and/or chromatography. The compound may also be converted 
into a salt or solvate as needed. 

[0059] The compounds (1) according to the present invention are excellent in the effect of lowering blood glucose and 
lipid and hence useful as medicines for preventing or treating diabetes mellitus, hyperlipemia, obesity and the like. 
[0060] The medicine according to the present invention is prepared by formulating an effective amount of the com- 
pound (1) or the salt thereof as an active ingredient in suitable combination with pharmaceutically acceptable, known 
earners, for example, excipients, binders, disintegrators, lubricants, dissolution aids, suspending agents and the like 
according to pharmacological effects intended, administration object, administration end. administration form. etc. 
Examples of administration forms include oral administrations by tablets, capsules, granules, powder, syrup, etc.. and 
parenteral administrations by injections, ophthalmic solutions suppositories, etc. In the medicine according to the 
present invention, the dose of the compound (1) varies according to the condition, age and weight of a patient to be 
administered, and the administration method thereof. However, the compound (1) may be generally administered in a 
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dose of 0.1 to 1 ,000 mg per day for an adult. 

[0061] The compounds (1) according to the present invention may also be used as veterinary medicines for other 
mammals than the human. 

[0062] The present invention will hereinafter be described more specBically by the following Preparation Examples, 
Examples and Test Example. However, these examples are intended to illustrate the present invention and by no means 
limit the present invention. 

Preparation Example 1 : 

Preparation of 4-[2-(1-oxo-1,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)ethoxyIben2aldehyde (Compound 5): 

[0063] After dimethylformamide (100 ml) was added to a mixture of 1 -phthalazinone (1 .46 g), 4-[2-(methanesuffony- 
loxy)ethoxy]benzaldehyde (2.44 g) and potassium carbonate (2.07 9), and the mixture was heated and stirred for 4 
hours at 85 to 90°C on an oil bath, the reaction mixture was poured into ice water and extracted with ethyl acetate. After 
the resultant extract was washed with water and then with brine, it was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate, and the 
solvent was removed under reduced pressure. The resultant residue was purified by column chromatography on silica 
gel. A chloroform eluate was crystallized from ether to obtain the title compound (2.1 7 g, yield: 73.8%) as colorless crys- 
tals. 

1 H-NMR(CDCl3.5): 

4.52(2H,t). 4.68(2H,t). 7.00(2H,d), 7.71-7.86(5H,m), 8.19(1H.s), 8.44{1H,dd), 9.86(1H.s). 
Preparation Example 2: 

Preparation of 4-t2-(4-oxo-3,4<iihydro-2H-1 t 3-benzoxazir>-3-yl)ethoxy]benzaldehyde (Compound 5): 

[0064] Dimethyl sulfoxide (100 ml) was added to 2-(4-oxo-3.4-d5hydro-2H-1 ,3-benzaxazin-3-yI)ethanol (1 1 .6 g) and p- 
f luorobenzaldehyde (1 1 .2 g) to prepare a solution. After sodium hydride (3.6 g; 60% assay) was added portionwise to 
the solution under ice cooling, the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 2.5 hours. Thereafter, the reaction mix- 
ture was poured into ice water, and the precipitate was collected by f Station, washed with water and dried under 
reduced pressure. After ether was added to the thus-obtained crude crystals, and the resultant mixture was heated and 
stirred, the mixture was cooled down to room temperature. The precepitate was collected by f Otration and dried to obtain 
the title compound (1 5.4 g, yield: 86.3%) as colorless crystals. 

1 H-NMR(CDCI 3 ,5): 

3.99(2H,t), 4.36(2H,t), 5.37(2H,s), 6.97-7.01 (3H,m), 7.12(11^), 7.45(1H,ddd), 7.84(2H,d), 7.95(1 H.ddd), 
9.89(1 H,s). 

Preparation Example 3: 

Preparation of 2-{2-[4-(2-methoxyvinyl)phenc^]ethyl}-1 l 2-dihydro-1-phthaladinone (Compound 6): 

[0065] (MethoxymethyQtriphenylphosphonium chloride (13.71 g, 40 mmol) and diisopropylamine (4.22 ml, 30 mmol) 
were suspended in anhydrous tetrahydrofuran (100 ml). A 1.58 M hexane solution (19 ml, 30 mmol) of n-butyllithium 
was added to the suspension at -1 0°C, and the mixture was stirred for 1 hour. A solution of 4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydroph- 
thalazin-2-y0ethoxy]benzaldehyde (Compound 5) (5.88 g, 20 mmol) in tetrahydrofuran (40 ml) was then added drop- 
wise to the mixture at the same temperature, and the resultant mixture was stirred for 2 hours at -10°C to room 
temperature. After completion of the reaction, the reaction mixture was poured into ice water and extracted with ethyl 
acetate. The resultant extract was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate, and the solvent was removed under reduced 
pressure. The resultant residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (hexane:ethyl acetate = 4:1) to 
obtain the title compound (a mixture of E/Z) (6.5 g, yield: 99%) as pale yellow crystals. 

1 H-NMR(CDCI 3 ,5): 

3.64(1.5H,s), 3.73(1.5H.S), 4.34-4.70(4H,m), 5.10(0.5H,d), 5.75(0.5H f d). 6.05(0.5H.d), 6.80-7.51 (4.5H,m), 
7.68-7.84(3H.m) > 8.17(1H.s). 8.39-8.48(1 H.m). 
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Preparation Example 4: 

Preparation of 2-{2-[4-(2,2<liethoxyethyl)phenaxy]et^ (Compound 7): 

[0066] Ethanol (200 m!) was added to 2-{2-[4-(2-methoxyvinyl)phenoxy]etl^ (Com- 
pound 6) (6.44g, 20 mmol) and p-toluenesulfonic acid hydrate (0.38 g. 2 mmol). and the mixture was heated under 
reflux for 6 hours. After completion of the reaction, the solvent was removed, and ethyl acetate was added to the result- 
ant residue. After the resultant mixture was washed successively with a 5% aqueous solution of sodium hydrogencar- 
bonate and brine and dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, the solvent was removed to obtain the title compound 
(7.2 g, yield: 94.2%) as a pale yellow oil. 

1 H-NMR(CDCI 3 ,6): 

1.15(6H,t), 2.85(2H,d) ( 3.34-3.75(4H,m), 4.32-4.72(5H,m), 6.84(2H,d). 7.10(2H,d). 7.69-7.85(3H,m), 
8.18(1H,S). 8.34-8.50(1 H,m). 

Preparation Example 5: 

Preparation of 2-ethoxy-3^4-[2-(1-oxo-1 ( 2-dihydrophtha^ (Compound 8): 

[0067] 2^-[4-(2,2-Diethoxyethyl)phenGKy]ethyi)-1 ,2-dihydro-1 -phthaladinone (Compound 7) (7.2 g, 1 8.8 mmol) was 
dissolved in dichloromethane (100 ml). Trimethylsilyl nitrile (7.52 ml, 56.4 mmol) and boron trifluoride etherate (0.58 ml, 
4.7 mmol) were successively added to the solution, and the mixture was stirred for 1 hour. After completion of the reac- 
tion, dichloromethane was added to the reaction mixture. After the resultant mixture was washed with a 5% aqueous 
solution of sodium hydrogencarbonate and water and dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, the solvent was 
removed under reduced pressure. The resultant residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (hex- 
ane:ethyl acetate = 4:1) to obtain the title compound (6.0 g, yield: 88.0%) as colorless crystals. 

1 H-NMR(CDCl3.S): 

1.22(3H,t), 3.05(2H,d). 3.30-4.00(2H,m), 4.19(1 H,t). 4.40-4. 70(4H,m), 6.85(2Kd), 7.15(2H.d), 7.68- 
7.84(3H,m), 8.17(1H,s), 8.39-8.50(1 H.m). 

Preparation Example 6: 

Preparation of 2-ethoxy-3-[4-(2-hydroxyethy0phenyl]propanamide (Compound 1 1): 

[0068] 2-Ethoxy-3-[4-(2-benzyIoxyethyl)phenyI]propanamkie (Compound 10) (13.04 g) was dissolved in ethanol (150 
ml) and acetic acid (30 ml). To the solution, was added 10% palladium on charcoal (8 g), followed by hydrogenation at 
room temperature for 4 hours. After completion of the reaction, the reaction mixture was filtered through Celite, and the 
filtrate was concentrated under reduced pressure. The resultant residue was purified by column chromatography on sil- 
ica gel (CHa 3 :MeOH = 1002) to obtain the title compound (8.38 g, yield: 88.6%) as a colorless oil. 

1 H-NMR(CDCI 3 ,5): 

1.14(3H,t), 2.71 -4.04(1 0H,m), 6.18(1H,brs), 6.52(2H,brs), 7.08-7.32(4H,m). 

Preparation Example 7: 

Preparation of 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(methanesulfonylo^ (Compound 12): 

[0069] 2-Ethoxy-3-[4-(2-hydroxyethyl)phenyl]propanamide (Compound 1 1) (8.38 g, 35.3 mmol) and triethylamine 
(4.29 g, 42.4 mmol) were dissolved in methylene chloride (80 ml). Methanesuffonyl chloride (4.85 g, 42.4 mmol) was 
added dropwise to the solution under ice cooling, and the resultant mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 hour. 
After completion of the reaction, the solvent was removed under reduced pressure, and the residue was dissolved in 
ethyl acetate. The solution was washed with a saturated aqueous solution of sodium hydrogencarbonate, water and 
brine in that order, and dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The solvent was then removed under reduced pres- 
sure to obtain the title compound (8.44 g, yield: 75.8%) as colorless crystals. 

1 H-NMR(CDCl3,8): 

1.14(3H,t), 2.78-3.64(9H,m), 3.81 -4.05(1 H,m), 4.41(2H,t), 5.74(1 H,brs), 6.48(1 H.brs), 7.08-7.23(4H,m). 
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Preparation Example 8: 

Preparation of 3-[4-(benzylQxy)phenyIl-2-methoxy-2-propenenitrile (Compound 14): 

5 [0070] 4-Benzylaxybenzaldehyde (2.12 g, 10 mmol) and methoxyacetonitrile (748 mg, 10 mmol) were dissolved in 
dimethyiformamide (30 ml). Sodium hydride (60% assay; 480 mg, 12 mmol) was added to the solution at room temper- 
ature, and the resultant mixture was heated and stirred for 1 hour at 1 10°C on an oil bath. After completion of the reac- 
tion, the reaction mixture was poured into ice water and extracted with ethyl acetate. After the resultant extract was 
washed with brine and dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, the solvent was removed under reduced pressure. 

io The resultant residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (hexane:ethyl acetate = 10:1) to obtain the 
title compound (a mixture of E/Z; 1.58 g, yield: 59.7%) as colorless syrup. 

1 H-NMR(CDCI 3 ,6): 

3.76(1 .5H.S), 3.90(1 .5H.S), 5.09(2H,s), 6.14(0.5H,s), 6.53(0.5H,s). 6.95(1 H,d). 6.98(1 H,d), 7.10- 
15 7.40(5H,m). 7.51(11^,7.58(1^. 

Example 1: 

Preparation of 2-e^oxy-3-{4H[2-(1-oxo-1,2<iihydrophthaIa2in-2-yI)ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide [Invention Compound 
20 (1A)J: 

[00711 2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthala2in-2-yl)ethoxy]phenyl]propionitrile (Compound 8) (6.0 g, 16.5 
mmol) was dissolved in ethanol (200 ml), and a 6N aqueous solution (8.25 ml, 49.5 mmol) of sodium hydroxide was 
added to the solution. The resultant mixture was heated under reflux for 1.5 hours. After completion of the reaction, 
25 water was added to the reaction mixture to conduct extraction with ethyl acetate. The resultant extract was washed with 
brine and dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfata The solvent was then removed under reduced pressure. The result- 
ant residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (hexane:ethyl acetate = 4:1) and recrystallized from 
ethyl acetate to obtain Invention Compound (1 A) (3.3 g. yield: 52.5%) as colorless crystals. 

30 Example 2: 

[0072J Invention Compounds (1D), (1F), (1H), (1J), (1K), (1N), (1 AB), (1AC), (1BG), (1BU) and (1BV) were prepared 
in the same manner as in Example 1. 

35 Example 3: 

Preparation of 2-ethoxy-3-{4-t2-(4-oxo-3.4^ihydroquinazolin-3-y^ [Invention Compound 

(1G)]: 

40 [0073] 4-Quinazoline (500 mg, 3.42 mmol), 2-ethoxy-3-[4-[2-(methanesulfonyloxy)ethynphenyl}propanan™de (Com- 
pound 12) (1.13 g, 3.42 mmol) and potassium carbonate (1 .42 g, 10.3 mmol) were dissolved in dimethyiformamide (20 
ml), and the resultant solution was heated and stirred at 80°C for 2 hours. After cooling the reaction mixture, water was 
added to the reaction mixture to conduct extraction with ethyl acetate. The resultant extract was washed with water and 
then dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure. The precipitate was 

45 collected by filtration and washed with ether. The crude crystals thus obtained were recrystallized from ethanol to obtain 
Invention Compound (1Q) (1.1 1 g, yield: 87.6%). 

Example 4: 

so [0074] Invention Compounds (1E), (1G), (11), (1S), (1T), (1U). (1V). (1W), (1X), (1Y), (1AF). (1AI) and (1BR) were 
prepared in the same manner as in Example 3. 

Example 5: 

55 Preparation of 2-methoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-Qxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-yl)ethoxylphenyl}propanamide [Invention 
Compound (IP)]: 

[0075] 2-(4-Oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1,3-benzoxazin-3-y0ethanol (794 mg, 4.11 mmol), 2-methoxy-3-(4-hydroxyphenyl- 
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prcpanamide (802 mg, 4.11 mmol) and triphenylphosphine (1.13 g, 4.31 mmol) were cfissolved in tetrahydrofuran (20 
ml), and a 40% toluene solution of diethyl azodicarboxylate (1.B8 g, 4.31 mmol) was added dropwise to the solution 
under ice cooling. The resultant mixture was stirred overnight at room temperature. After completion of the reaction, the 
solvent was removed under reduced pressure. Ether was added to the residue, and the resultant mixture was washed 
5 with a 10% aqueous solution of sodium hydroxide and brine. An organic layer was dried ova- anhydrous magnesium 
sulfate. The solvent was then removed under reduced pressure, and the resultant residue was purified by column chro- 
matography on silica gel (hexane:ethyl acetate = 4:1) to obtain Invention Compound (1P) (976 mg, yield: 64.1%) as 
colorless crystals. 

70 Example 6: 

[0076] Invention Compounds (1 R), (1AH), (1 AJ), (1 AK), (1 AL), (1AM), (1 AS). (1 AT), (1 AV), (1 AY), (1AZ) and (1BE) 
were prepared in the same manner as in Example 5. 

15 Example 7: 

Preparation of ethyl 2-ethylamino-3^4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propionate [Inven- 
tion Compound (1L)}: 

20 [0077] Ethyl 2-amino-3-{4-[2-(4-cxo-3 l 4<iihydro-2H-^ hydrochloride 
(1 .05 g, 2.5 mmol) was dissolved in ethanol (10 ml), and ethyl iodide (390 mg, 2.5 mmol) and diisopropylethylamine 
(323 mg. 2.5 mmol) were added dropwise to the solution. The resultant mixture was stirred for 2 days at 60°C [during 
which additional ethyl iodide and diisopropylethylamine (each, 5 mmol) were added]. After completion of the reaction, 
the solvent was removed, and ethyl acetate was added to the residue. The resultant mixture was washed with water 

25 and dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The solvent was then removed under reduced pressure, and the result- 
ant residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel to obtain Invention Compound (1L) (627 mg, yield: 
60.8%) as a colorless oil. 

Example 8: 

30 

Preparation of 2-ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-ben20xa2in-3-yl)ethQxy]phenyI}propionic acid [Invention 
Compound (1M)]: 

[0078] A 1 N aqueous solution (5 ml) of sodium hydroxide was added to a solution of ethyl 2-ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(4- 
35 6xo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxa2in-3-y0ethoxy]phenyl}propionate (627 mg) in ethanol (8 ml), and the resultant mixture 
was stirred overnight at 60°C. After the completion of a reaction was confirmed by using TLC, the reaction mixture was 
concentrated under reduced pressure. Water was added to the residue, and the resultant mixture was neutralized with 
3% hydrochloric acid. The precipitate was then collected by filtration, washed with water and then dried to obtain Inven- 
tion Compound (1 M) (640 mg, quantitative) in the form of the hydrochloride as colorless crystals. 

40 

Example 9: 

[0079] Invention Compounds (1 BA), (1 BB) and (1 BF) were prepared in the same manner as in Example 8. 
45 Example 10: 

Preparation of 2-ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3 I 4<lihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid [Invention 
Compound (10)]: 

so [0080] A 1 5% aqueous solution (60 ml) of sodium hydroxide was added to 5-{4-[2-(4-axo-3,4-dihydro-2H- 1 ,3-benzox- 
azin-3-yl)ethoxy]benzyl}-2,4-thiazolidinedione (3.0 g). After the resultant mixture was gently heated to reflux for 30 min- 
utes, methanol (60 ml) was then added to the mixture at room temperature, and a methanol solution of ethyl iodide (5.3 
g) was then added dropwise, followed by stirring fa 1.5 hours. Thereafter, the reaction mixture was poured into ice 
water, acidified with hydrochloric acid and extracted with ethyl acetate. The resultant extract was washed with brine and 

55 dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate. The solvent was then removed under reduced pressure. The resultant residue 
was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (chlorofomrmethanol = 50:1) and crystallized from hexane-ethyl 
acetate to obtain Invention Compound (10) (600 mg, yield: 19.9%) as colorless crystals. 
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Example 11: 

Preparation of 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1-axo-1.2^ihydropr^^ acid [Invention Compound 

(IB)]: 

[0081] 2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1-oxo-1,2-dihydrophm^ [Invention Compound (1A)] 

(12.55 g, 32.9 mmol) was dissolved in dioxane (148 ml), and 2N hydrochloric acid (16.5 ml, 32.9 mmol) and a catalytic 
amount of TiCI 4 were added to the solution, followed by stirring at 1 10°C for 6 hours. After completion of the reaction, 
the solvent was removed, and chloroform was added to the residue. The precipitate was removed by filtration, and the 
filtrate was dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The solvent was then removed, and the resultant residue was 
purified by column chromatography on silica gel (hexane:ethyl acetate ■ 2:3) and recrystallized from ethyl acetate to 
obtain Invention Compound (1B) (5.23 g, yield: 41.8%) as colorless crystals. 

Example 12: 

[0082] Invention Compounds (1 AE), (1 BC), (1 BD), (1 BJ). (1 BK), (1 BL) and (1 BS) were prepared in the same manner 
as in Example 11. 

Example 13: 

Preparation of ethyl 2-ethaxy-3-{4-[2K1-oxo-1.2Hdihydrophtn^ [Invention Com- 

pound (1C)]: 

[0083] 2-Ethcxy-3-{4-[2-(1-oxo-1,2<iihydroph^ [Invention Compound (1A)] 

(1 .0 g, 2.62 mmol) was dissolved in ethanol (30 ml), and 1 N hydrochloric acid (2.6 ml, 2.6 mmol) and a catalytic amount 
of Tia 4 were added to the solution, followed by refluxing for 5 hours. After completion of the reaction, the solvent was 
removed, and chloroform was added to the residue. The precipitate was removed by filtration, and the filtrate was dried 
over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The resultant residue was then purified by column chromatography on silica gel 
(hexane:ethyl acetate ■ 2:3) to obtain Invention Compound (1C) (0.2 g, yield: 20.0%) as a colorless oil. 

Example 14: 

[0084] Invention Compounds (1AN). (1AO), (1AP), (1AQ), (1AU), (1 AW), (1AX) and (1BO) were prepared in the same 
manner as in Example 1 3. 

Example 15: 

Preparation of 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1-Qxo-1.2Kiihyd^ acid [Invention 

Compound (1AA)]: 

[0085] 2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-{1 -oxo-1 ,2<lihydrophthalazin-2-yl)ethQxy]phenyl}propanoic acid [Invention Compound (1 B)] 
(500 mg, 1 .31 mmol) was dissolved in dimethylformamide (10 ml), and carbonyldiimidazole (233 mg, 1 .44 mmol) was 
added to the solution. After the resultant mixture was stirred at room temperature tor 1 hour, hydroxyamine hydrochlo- 
ride (200 mg, 2.88 mmol) was added, and the mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 2 hours. After comple- 
tion of the reaction, water was added to the reaction mixture to conduct extraction with ethyl acetate. The resultant 
extract was washed with water and then with brine, and dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The solvent was then 
removed, and the residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (ethyl acetatetiexane = 3:2 to 4:1) and 
recrystallized from a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and ether to obtain Invention Compound (1AA) (150 mg, yield: 
28.8%) as colorless crystals. 

Example 16: 

[0086] Invention Compounds (1Z), (1 AD), (1 AG), (1 BH) and (1 BP) were prepared in the same manner as in Example 
15. 



22 



EP0 9Q3 343A1 



Example 17: 

Preparation of ethyl 2-ethoxy-3^4-[2K4-methyM^o-1^ [Invention 
Compound (1BI)]: 

5 

[0087] Ethyl 2-ethcocy-3-{4-[2-(4-methyl-1-oxo-1,2<fi^ (4.96 g. 11.75 

mmol) was dissolved in ethyl acetate (60 ml), and 10% palladium on carbon (600 mg) was added to conduct catalytic 
reduction for 10 hours. After completion ol the reaction, the catalyst was removed by filtration, and the filtrate was con- 
centrated. The resultant residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel to obtain Invention Compound 
to (1 Bl) (4.54 g, yield: 91 .2%) as colorless crystals. 

Example 18: 

[0088] Invention Compounds (1 AR), (1 BM), (1 BN), (1 BQ), (1 BT) and (1 BW) were prepared in the same manner as 
15 in Example 17. 

[0089] The structures and physical data of the compounds obtained in the above-described Examples are shown in 
the following tables. W, A, R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , X and Y 1 in the tables mean the respective symbols in the general formula (1). 
The position of substitution (abbreviated as "PS" in the tables) indicates the position of W-A- substituted on a benzene 
ring. 

20 
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[0090] The following compounds can be prepared in accordance with processes similar to the processes described 
in the above Preparation Examples and Examples. 
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2-Methoxy-3-{4-[2-{1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthaIazin-2-y0ethoxy]phenyl^ 
2-Methyithio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)ethoxy]pheny!}propanamide; 
2-Propylthio-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthaIazin-2-yl)propoxy]phenyI}propanamide; 
2-Propoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 .2-dihydrophthalazin-2-y0ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Propoxy-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)propoxy]phenyi}propanamide; 
2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthala2in-2-yl)ethQxylphenyl}propanarnid8; 
2-lscx)ropoxy-3-{4-[3-(1-oxo-1,2-dihydrophthato^ 
2-Phenoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)ethoxy]phen^^ 
2-Phenylthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydroph^ 

2-Methylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yi)ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthaIazin-2-yl)ethoxyj3henyl}propananriide; 
2-Methyl-2-prcpQxy-3-{4-[2-{1 -oxo-1 t 2-dihydrophtha!azir>-2-y0ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Methy-2-propylthio-3-{4-[2-(1-ox^^ 

2-Methyi-2-propy1amino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazirh2-y0ethoxy]phenyt}propanamide; 
2-Methyl-2-isopropoxy-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 ,2KiihydrophthaIazin-2-yl)propyl]phenyl}prq3anamide; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(6-methyl-1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydropMhalazin-2-y0etho 
2-butoxy-3-[4-[2-(4,6-dimethyl-1-oxo-1,2-din^ 

2-Ethaxy-3-{4-[2-{6-methoxy-4-pheny!-1 oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthaIazin-2-yl)propoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Ettiylthio-3-{4-[2-(6-methaxy-4-phenyl-1 -oxo-1 ,2<lihydrophthaIazin-2-^)propoxy]pheny1}propanamide; 
2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(6-mettK)xy-4-phenyl-1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-y0propoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-{6-methaxy-4-(2-pyridyl)-1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihy*ophthalazin-2-yl)propoxy]pheny!}propanamide; 
2-Methy!thio-3-{4-[2-(6-m8thoxy-4-(2-pyridyO-1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydr(^hthalazin-2-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Methyiamino-3-{4-[2-(6-methoxy-4-(2-pyridyl)-1 -oxo-1 ,2<Jihydrophtha!azin-2-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Ethaxy-3-{4-f2-(6-methQxy-4-(4-pyridyi)-1 -oxo-1 ,2<lihydrophthalazin-2-yl)eth^]phen^}propanafTride; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-(4-ethyl-6-methoxy-1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)butoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
N1-Ethyl-2-{4-[2-(1-oxo-1,2-dihydrophthala2in-2-yl)-1-methyleth^ 

6- CMoro-2-{3-[4-{2-ethoxy-2-methyl-3-oxo-3-^ 
phthalazinone; 

7- Methyl-2-{3-[4-(2-ethoxy-2-methtf^ 
none; 

Ethyl 2-methylthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophtha!azin-2-yl)ethoxylphenyl}propanoate; 
Methyl 2-isopropoxy-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)propyl]phenyI}propanoate; 
Propyl 2-phenoxy-3-{4-{2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazln-2-y0ethoxy]phenyl}propanoate; 
Isopropyl 2-ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 f 2-dihydrophthalazln-2-y0ethoxy]phenylJpropanoate; 
2-lscpropoxy-3-{4-[3-<1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)propyl]phenyl}propanoic add; 
2-lsopropylthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-<Jihydrophthala2in-2-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-lsopropylamino-3-{4-[2-{1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yl)ethQxylphenyl}propanoic add; 
2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[4-{1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthala2in-2-yl)butyI]phenyl}propandc add; 
2-Phenoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthala2in-2-y0propoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Prcpoxy-3-{4-[2-(5-methyl-4^ 

2-Ethylthlo-3-{4-t2-(5-methyl-4-cao-3 l 4-dihydro-2H-1 l 3-beru 

2-Eth^amino-3-{4-[2-(5-methyl-4-^^ 

2-Eth^-3-{4-[2-(6-acetyi-4-oxo-3,4<li^^ 

2-Butaxy-3-{4-g-(6-butyryl^ 

2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(6-anrano-4-oxo-34-dih^ 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-{6-methaxy-4-cxo-3 > 4<Jih^ 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-{7-methcxy^-Gxo-3.4^^ 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-(7-methyl-4^xo-3 ( 4-dihydro-2H-V 

2-Phenoxy-3-{4-[3-(7-methyl-4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H- 1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-y0propyl]phenyl}propanamide; 

Ethyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[3-(4-axo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxa2in-3-yl)propyl]phenyl}propanoate; 

Propyl 2-methoxy-3-{4-[2-{4-oxo-3 l 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoate; 

Ethyl 2-phenoxy-3-{4-[3-(4-oxo-3 l 4-dihydro-2H-1 f 3-benzoxazin-3-yl)propyl]phenyl}propanoate; 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-p-{7-methyl-4-oxo-3 < 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-yl)pro^l]phenyl}propanoic add; 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-I3-(7-chloro-4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ( 3-benzoxazin-3-^prcxK)xy]phe«Tyl}propanoic add; 

2-Biitoxy-3-{4-[4-(7-chloro-4-oxo-3 i 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzQxazin-3-yl)butoxylphenyl}propanoic add; 

2-Benz^oxy-344-[3-(7-cyarc>-4-oxc^^ add; 

N 1 -Eth^-3-{4-(4-(7-cyano-4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-yl)butoxy]phenyi}-2-ethoxy-2-methyIpropana- 

mide; 
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N1,N1-Dimethyl-3-{4-[2-(7-benzyl^^ 
ylpropanamide; 

N1,N1-Diethyl-3-{4-[4-(7-benzy^ 
propanamide; 

6-Chloro-3-{3-[4-(2-ethoxy-2-metty 
2H-1 ,3-benzoxazine; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2^6-methyl-4-oxo-1-^ 

2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(6-methyl-4-cxo-1 -phenyt-1 ,2,3 f 4-tetfariydfoquirazolin-3-^^ 
2-Methoxy-3-{4-[2-(1,6-dimethyl-4-<^1£^^ 

2-Propyiamino-3-{4-[3-(1 ,6<Kmethyl-4-axo-1 ,2 f 3,4-tetrahydroquinazonn-3-yOF<WQphenyl}propanamide; 
2-Propyithio-3-{4-p-(1 ,6-d5methyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3 Atetrahydroquinazolin^-yOpropyl]phenyI}propanamide; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-< 1 -ethyl-6-methoxy-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazolirv3^ 
2-lsopropytthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -ethyl-6-methoxy-4-Gxo-1 ,2.3,4-tetrahydroquin^ 
N1.N1-Dimethyl-2-{4-[2-(1«methyl-4^^ 

N1 ,N 1-Dimethyl-2-{4-[2-(1-methyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3.4-tetrah^roquinazoli^ 

Methyl 2^thoxy-3-{4-[2-{6-niethyl-4-oxo-1 -phenyl- I^.S^-tetrahydrcx^uinazolin-S-ylJethoxylphenylJpropanoate; 
Methyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 ,6<Jimethyl-4-oxo-1 -phenyl-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydrcx}uinazdi^^ 

Isopropyl 2-ethyithio-3-{4-[2-(1 -ethyl-6.7<lirTiethyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazolin-3-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}pro- 
panoate; 

Ethyl 2-ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 - ethyl -6-methyl-4-axo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazoIin-3'yOpropoxy]phenyi}propanoate; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-<1 -ethyl-6-methyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazolin-3-yl)propyl]ph8nyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[3-(1-ethyt-6-methyM^ acid; 
2-Ethylthio-3^-[2-(1 -ethyl-6 J<fimethyl-4-oxo-1 ,2.3,4-tetrahydroquinazoIin-3-y0ethoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Methoxy«3-{4-[2-(1 -ethyl- 7-methcxy-4-axo-1 ^.S^tetrahydroquinazolin-S-yOethoxylphenylJpropanoic acid; 
2-Propaxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -ethyl-8-methyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3 t 4-tetrahydroquinazolin-3-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[4«<1 -ethyt-6-methyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazolin-3-y0biJtoxylphenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethyithio-3-{4-[2-(1 -ethyl-6-methyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydrcx}uinazolirh3^^ acid; 
2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-{1 -ethyl-6-methyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydraiuinaz^^ acid; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[4-(1 ,7-cGmethyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazdin-3-y0butanoyfIphenylJpropanoic acid; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-<1 ,7-dimethyl-4-oxo-1 ,2,3,4-teUahydroquinazolin-3-yl)propanoyl]pheny|}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethylthio-3«{4-[4-(1 ,7-dimethyl-4-oxo-1 .2,3,44etrahydroquinazo!in-3-^butanoyI]pheny0propanoic acid; 

2- Ethylamino-3-{4-[4-<1 ,7-dimethyl-4-Qxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazolin-3-y0butanoyl]phenyl}propanoic acid; 

3- {4-[4-(2-Cartx>xy-2-ethoxybi^ 
wuboxyKc acid; 

2-lsopropo>cy-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4^ir^^ 
2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(4K>xo-3,4-dihy^ 

2-Ethoxy^4-[2-(6-methyl-4-oxo-3,4'<lihydro-2H- 1 ,3-ben2thiazin^)ethoxylphenyl}propanamide; 

N1 ,2-Dimethyl-2^hoxy-3-{442-(4-ox(>3 > 4-dihydrc)-2H-1 ,3-benzthiazin-3-yl)ethoxy]fienyl}propanamkle; 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-<4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H^^ 

2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[3-(4-oxo-3,4-dir^^ 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 ,343enzthia2in-3-yl)prop^ph«iyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(4K>xo-3,4<lihycto^ 

2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-<4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-2^ acid; 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-{1 -oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroiscquin^ 

2-Propoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ^^-tetrahydroisoquinolin^-^eto^ 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-<1 -oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquiroli^ 

2-Ethytthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinolin-2-^)ethoxy]phenyl}prc^ 

2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2,3.4-tetrahydrdsoquinolin^ 

N1 ,2<limethyl-2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoqw^^ 

Methyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo- 1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinolin-2-yOetr^ 

Isopropyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 ,2£ Atetrahydroisoquiru>li^^^ 

2-Ethoxy-3^-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2,3.4-tetrahydroisoquiroH^^ acid; 

2-Methoxy-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 ,2,3 Atetrahydrdsoquinolin-2-yl^^ acid; 

2-lscpropoxy-3-{4-[2-(3-metriyl-4-ox^ 

2-Phenoxy-3-{4-p-(3-methyl-4-Qxo-3,4^ 

2-Propcocy-3-{4-[3-(3-ethyl-4-oxo-3,4-dihydroquina^ 

2-lscpropylthio-3-{4-[2-{3-methyl-4^^^ 

2-Ethylamino-3^[2-{3-methyl-^ 
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N1,2«Dimethy!-2^thoxy-3^4-[2-{3-meth^^^ 
Ethyl 2-isopropyhhio-344-[2-(3-met^ 
Isopropyl 2-ethyiamino-3^4-[2^3-metl^ 
2-EthQKy^-{4-p^3^ethyM^o-3,4<lih^ 

2-Ethaxy-3^4-p^3-meth^-4^o^,4<nM acid; 

2-lsopropylthio-3^4-[2^3-methyl-4K>xo-3,4^^^ 

2-Ettyamino-3-{4^2-(3^thyMK)xo-3,4<fl 

2-lsopropoxy-3^-[2K1-ethyl-2,4<l^^ 

2-Methoxy-3-{4-p-(1-methyt-2,4<H^^ 

2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[2-(6 J-dimethoxy-1 -methyl-2,4-dioxo-1 ,2 l 3,44etrah^oquinazo!in-3-y0ethoxy]phenyl}p'opana- 
mide; 

2-lsopropylthio^4-[2K1-methyl-2 i 4<^ 

2-lsopropylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 -methyl-2,4-dioxo-1 ,2.3,4-tetrahydrc)quina2olin-3-y0ethoxy]pheny0propanannide; 

N1.2-Dimethyi-2^hoxy-3W2^1-mem^^ 

mide; 

2-lsopropoxy-2-methyl-3-{4-[2-(1 -methyl-2 ( 4-dioxo-1 ,2 ( 3 p 4-tetrahydroquinazoIin-3-yl)ethc»cy]phenyl}propanamide; 
Ethyl 2-isopropoxy-3^4-[2-(1-meth^ 

Propyl 2-methoxy-3-{4-p-(1 -methyl-2,4-dioxo-1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazolin^^ 
2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[2^1-methy1-2.4Kiiaxo-1^ 

2-Methoxy-3-{4-p-{1 -methyi-2,4-diaxo-1 .2,3,4-tetrahydrcxiuina20lin-3-yOpropyllphenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-lsopropoxy-3^-[2-<6 J-dimethoxy-1 -methyl-2,4-dioxo-1 f 2,3,4-tetrahydroquinazolin-3-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propa- 
noic acid; 

2-lsopropoxy-2-methyl-3-{4-[2-(1 -methyl-2,4-cfioxo-1 ^.S^-tetrahydroquinazolin-S-ylJethQxy^henylJpropanoic 
acid; 

2-lsopropoxy-3^4-[2^2,4«Jioxo^,4<iih^^ 
2-Propoxy>H4-p-(2 l 4<iiaxo-3,4<Jihyd^ 

2-EthQxy-2-methyl-3-{4-[3-(2,4-dioxo-3,4-dihydro-2H- 1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-y0propyl^heny0propanamide; 

2-Ethylthio-3-{4-p-(2,4KJioxo-3,4«iih^^ 

2-Ethylamin(^3-{413-(2 ( 4<liox(>3 i 4Klih^ 

Methyl 2-jsopropoxy-3-{4-[2-(2,4-dioxo-3,4^dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin^3-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoate; 
Ethyl 2-ethoxy-2^ethyW4443-(2,4<Jioxo-3,4-dihydro-2H-1 .3-benzoxazin-3-yl)propy0phenyl}propanoate; 
2-Isopropoxy^4-[2K2,4^ioxo^,4Kjih^ acid; 
2-PropQxy-3-{4-[3-(2,4-diaxo-3 l 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxazin-3-yl)propyllphenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-EthQxy-2-methyl-3-{4-[3-(2,4^ 

2-Ethylthio-3^4-p-(2,4<lioxo-3 i 4<!ihydro^^ acid; 

2-Ethyiamino^-{4^3-(2,4Kiioxc>^,4Hdihyd^ 

2-Ethaxy-3-{4-p~(2,4^ic*o-3.4<iihydro-2^ 

2-EthGxy-3-{4-p^2,4<liaxo^,4KJihyd^^ 

2-Ethylthio-3^4-[2-(2,4<iioxo-3 i 4«iih^ 

2-Ethylamino-3-{412-(2,4<iioxc>^,4<M^^ 

N1,2-DimethyI-2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(2,^^ 

Methyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(2, 4^dioxo-3,4<iihydro-2H-1 ,34>enzmiazirv^-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoate; 

Propyl 2-ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(2,4-dioxo^ i 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,34>enzthiazin-3-yl)eth<^]ph»Tyl}propanoate; 

2-Ethaxy-3-{4-p^2,4^ioxo-3,4^ihydro-2H-1,^^ acid; 

2-Ethoxy-3^4-p^2,4<iiaxo^.4<Jihydro-2^ acid; 

2-Ethylthio-3^-[2-(2,4KJioxo-3 i 4^ acid; 

2-Ethyfamino^-{4^2-(2,4<liox<>^,4<iih^ 

2-lsopropoxy-3^4-[2^4-oxo-3,4^ihydroquin^ 

2«Pherraxy^4-[2-(4HDxo^,4^ihydroqiim^ 

2-Methyl-2-propoxy-3-{4-p^^ 

2-Isopropyfthio^44-[2^4<>xo-3,4<iihydr^ 

2-Ethylamino^-{4-[2^4K»co^ i 4Klihydr^ 

N1,2-Dimethyl-3^4-[2-(4-axo~3,4<iih^ 

Methyl 2^Qxy^442-(4-<wo-3,4Kift^ 

Ethyl 2HSOpropyfthio-344-[2-(4KKO-3,4KJih^roquinazolin-3^ 

Ethyl 2-ethylamirK>-344-[2-(4^o<3,4<iihydro^^ 

2-Ethoxy^-{4-p^4K>xo^,4^hydroq^^ 

2-Ethoxy-344-p^4<>xo-3,4^ihydroquinazolin-3-yl)propyQphenyl}propanoic acid; 
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2«lscpropyHhio-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dih^ acid; 
2-Ethy1amino-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3 ( 4-dihydroqw^ acid; 
2-Methyl-2-prop(^-3-{4-[3-(4-<K^ 

2-lsopropaxy-3-{4-[2-{1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydroisoquinolin-2-yOethoxy]phenyl}propanamlde; 

2-Phenoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -axo-1 ,2-dihydroisoquinolin-2-yOethoxy]ph^ 

2-Methyl-2-propoxy-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 .2<Iihydroisoquinolin-2-^prop^henyi}propanamlde; 

2-lscpropyfthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 .2Kiihydroisc)quinolin-2-yOethoxy]phenyi}prcpanamide; 

2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ^Klihydrdsoquino!in-2-yOethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 

N1 ,2-Dimethyl-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydroisoquinolin-2^ethoxy]ph 

Methyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydroisoquinolin-2-yl)ethoxy]phenyl]propanoate; 

Ethyl 2-isopropylthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1, 2<iihydroisoquirofin-2-yOeth^ 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-{1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydroisoquinolin-2-yi)propyI]phe^}propanoic acid; 

2-lsopropylthio-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 .2-dihydroisoquinolin-2-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 

2-Ethy1amino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydroisoquinolinr2-yOethoxy]ph©nyl}propanoic acid; 

2-Methyl-2-propoxy-3-{4-[3-(1 -oxo-1 r 2-dihydroisoquino!in-2-yOpropyQphenyl)propanoic acid; 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3AdihYdro-1A 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-(4^xo-3,4-dihydro-1,2,3-ben^^ 

2-lsq3ropoxy-3^4-[3-(4HQXo-3^ 

2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[2-<4-oxo-3 i 4<lihytf^ 

2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-1,2£^^ 

2-Ethoxy-2-me%l-3-{4-[2-(4-CKO-3,4-di^^ 

N1,2-Dimethyl-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-di^ 

Methyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-Gxo-3.4<lihydfo-1 ^.S-benztriazin-S-yQethoxylphenylJpropanoate; 
Ethyl 2-ethyfthio-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3 l 4-dihyd^^ 

Ethyl 2-ethoxy-2-methyl-3-{4-I2-(4-oxch3,4-dihydro-1 ,2,3-benztriazin-3-y0ethoxy]phenyl}propanoate; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-1 ,2,3-benztriazin-3-yl)ethoxylphenyl}propanoic acid ; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-<4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-1 ,2,3-ben2triazin-3-yI)propy0phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-lscpropoxy-3-{4-[3-{4K>xo-3,4-difydro-1 .2 t 3-benztriazin-3-yl)propylft)henyl}propanoic add; 
2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4<lihydro-1 ,2,3-benztriazin-3-yl)ethQxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3 l 4-dihydro-1 ,2,3-benztriazin-3-yl)ethoxylphenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethoxy-2-methyl-3-{4-(2-(4-oxo-3,4-di^ 
2-Methoxy-3-{4-[2-(3-ethyl-4-m^^ 

2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-t2-{3 r 4<limethyl-2-<K0^2 l 5-dihydro-1 H-1 -pyrrolyl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanmide; 
2-lsqDropoxy-3-{4-[3-(3-ethyl-4-metW^ 

2-lsopropylthio-3-{4-[3-(3-ethyl-4-methyl-2-oxo-2,5-dihydro-1 H-1 -pyirolyOpropyllphenylJpropanamide; 
2-lsopropylamino-3-{4-[2^3-ethyl-4-methyl-2-oxo-2 f 5-dihydro-1H-1-py^ 
Ethyl 2-methoxy-3-{4-[2^3-ethyl-4-methyl-2-oxo-2,&<iihydro-1 H-1 -pyrrolyl)ethoxy]phenyQpropanoate; 
Methyl 2-isopropylthjo-3-{4-[3-(^ H-1-pyrrolyl)propyl]phenyl)propanoate; 
2-Methoxy-3-{4-[2-(3-ethyM-met^ acid; 
2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[2K3 f 4-dimetiiyl-2-oxo-2,5<fihydro-1 H-1 -pyrrolyl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-ls<^ropaxy-3^4-[3-{3-ethyl-^ H-1-pyrrolyl)propyl]phenyl}propanoic acid; 

2-lscpropylthio-3-{4-[3-{3-ethyl-4-m^^ H-1 -pyrrolyl)propyOphenyl}propandc acid; 

2-lscpropylamino-3-{4-[2-{3-ethyl^^ H-1-pyrrolyl)ethoxy55henyl]propanoic acid; 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-<4-methyl-7-Qxo-1 ,4-diazepan-1-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-(4-methyl-7-Gxo-1,4-ctf^^ 

2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-(4-benzyl-7-cxo-1 .4-diazepan-1 -yl)propyl]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-lsopropaxy-3-{4-[3-(4-ethyl-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-1 -y!)propyl]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Ethyithio-3-{4-[2-(4-methyi-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-1 -yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
2-Ethylamino-3-{4-(2-{4-methyl-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-1 -yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanamide; 
N1,2-Dimethyl-3-{4-[2-(4-methyl-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-l -yl)ethoxy]phenyI}-2-ethoxypropanamide; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2K7«oxo-4-phenyM,4-d^ 

Ethyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-methyl-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-1-yl)ethoxyJ)henyi}propanoate; 
Methyl 2-ethylthio^-{4-{2-(4-methyl-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-1 -yl)ethaxylphenyl}propanoate; 
2-Ethoxy-3H4-[2-<4-m^yl-7-oxo-1 ,4Kiiazepan-1 -yl)ethoxy]phenyljpropanoic acid; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3<4-methyl-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-l -yQpropyI]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[3-<4-benzyl-7«oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-l -yl)propyl]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[3-(4-ethyl-7-oxo-1 ,4-diazepan-l -yI)propyf]phenyl}prcpanoic acid; 
2-Ethylthio-3-{4-[2-(4-methyl-7-oxo-1 ,4<Jiazepan-1-yl)ethoxy]phenyl}propanoic acid; 
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2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(4-methyl-7-c«oO,^^ acid; 
2-Ethoxy-2-methyl-3-{4-[2-(4-methyt-7-Qxo-1 ,4-diazepan-1 -yl)ethoxyJphenyl}propanoic acid; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2^7-oxo-4i)henyM ,4-diazepan-^ -yl)ethoxy]phenyI}propanoic acid; 
2-lsopropyhhio-3^4-[2^1-axo-1,2-di^ 

2-Ethylamino-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthaIazin-2«yl)ethaxy]p^^ acid; 
2-Propoxy-3-{4-[2-{4<»co-3 i 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzaxazin-3-y1)ethQxy]pheri^ acid; 
2-Propylthio-3-{4-[2-(4<>xo-3,4-d^ acid; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-1 A^-tetrahydroquinazolin-S-yOethoxy^ acid; 
2-Pr<^oxy-3-{4-[2-(4K»co-3 > 4-diliydrD-2H-1 .3-b^hia2in-3-y0ethQxy]phenyI}propanohydroxamic acid; 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2,3.4-tetrahydroisoquinoIin-2-yi)ett acid; 
2-lsopropoxy-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dihydr^ acid; 
2-Ethaxycart>onyl-2-methoxy-3H4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-^eth^ 

N-Methyl-2-ethoxy-2-ethc«ycartx)nyi-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2-dihydrophthalazin-2-yi)ethoxy]phenyi}propanamide; 
2-Propoxy-3-{4-[2-(4<>xo-3,4-dihydrc^ 

Dimethyl 2-methoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -oxo-1 ,2<lihydrophthaIazin-2-y0ethoxy]ben2yr(malonate; 

Diethyl 2-propylthio-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3 i 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-beruoxazin-3-yi)ethoxy]benzyi}malonate; 

Diethyl 2-ethoxy-3-{4-[2-{4-oxo-3 i 4-dihydro-2H-1 ,3-benzoxa2in-3-yf)ethoxy]benzyl}malonate; 

2-Ethoxycartx>nyl-2-methoxy^ 

N-Methyl-2-etho)cy-2-ethaxycato^ 

niide; 

2-Ethoxycartonyl-2-rsopropoxy^^ 
Diethyl 2-ethoxy^-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3,4-dih^^ 
2-Ethoxycart>ony!-2-memoxy-3-{4^^ 
2-Ethcxy-3-{4-[2-(4-oxo-3 l 4-dihyd^ 
N-Methyl-2-ethaxy-2-ethoxycarto^ 

2-Ethoxycart)onyl-2-isopropoxy-3-{4-[2-(1 -methyl-2,4-dioxo-1 ,2 ( 3,4-tetrahydroquinazolin-3-yI)ethoxy]phenyl}pro- 
panamkJe; 

Diethyl 2-ethoxy-3^-[2-{1-methyl-2,4-d^ 
2-Ethoxy-3-{4-[2-<1-methyl-2,4-d^ 
N-Methyl-2-etooxy-2-ethoxyca^ 
nyljpropanamide. 

Test Example 1: 

Antidiabetic effect on diabetic model mice: 

[0091 ] The a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivatives (1 ) according to the present invention were used to conduct 
a test for evaluating their activities against model mice suffering from non-insulin dependent diabetes mellitus (NIDDM). 
Incidentally, piogtitazone was used as a comparative compound. 

(Testing method) 

[0092] db/db Mice (Crea Co.; preliminarily rearing male mice aged 7 to 9 weeks for a week and using 4 or 5 mice 
having a blood glucose level of at least 300 mg/dl as a group) were used as subject animals. A predetermined amount 
of each of the compounds according to the present invention or the comparative compound was orally administered to 
the mice for 4 days once a day with the compound suspended in a 0.5% aqueous solution of sodium carboxymethyl 
cellulose. At 1 8 to 24 hours after the final administration, Wood was collected from each of the subject animals to deter- 
mine its Wood glucose level (found value) by means of a simplified Wood glucose meter, Mediace (manufactured by Ter- 
umo Corporation). On the other hand, the Wood glucose level of a group of mice (control group) to which only a 0.5% 
aqueous solution of sodium carboxymethyl cellulose had been administered was also determined (control value). 
[0093] On the basis of the thus-determined Wood glucose level as to each of the compounds according to the present 
invention and the comparative compound, percent reduction of Wood glucose was calculated out in accordance with the 
following equation. The results are shown in the following TaWe 21 . 

Percent reduction (%) = [(Control value - Found value)/(Control value)] x 100 
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Table 21 



Compound 


Dose (mgTkg/day) 


Percent reduction 

(%) 


Compound 


Dose (mg/kg/day) 


Percent reduction 

(%) 


-4 A 

1A 


CA 

50 


73 


1W 


50 


50 


ID 


OA 

20 


43 


1X 


50 


60 


1 1 
I J 






1 AA 
IMA 


OA 


>io 
4o 


1K 


50 


69 


1AR 


20 


38 


1N 


50 


72 


1BC 


10 


50 


10 


50 


42 


1BI 


20 


52 


1P 


50 


66 


1BS 


20 


60 


1Q 


50 


49 


Pioglitazone 


20 


26 


1T 


50 


53 


Pioglitazone 


50 


44 



[0094] As apparent from the results shown in the table, the compounds according to the present invention have an 
excellent antidiabetic effect. 

Claims 

1 . An a-substituted phenylpropionic ackJ derivative represented by the following general formula (1): 




(1) 



wherein W is a monocyclic or bicyclic lactam ring which may be substituted, A is an alkylene, alkyleneoxy or 
alkylenecarbonyi group which may be substituted by at least one hydroxy group, X is O, S, NH or CH 2 . Y 1 is an 
amino, hydroxyamino, hydroxyalkyiamino, monoalkylamino, dialkylamino, cyclic amino, hydroxy or lower alkoxy 
group, R 1 is a hydrogen atom, lower alkyl group, hydroxyalkyt group, alkoxyalkyl group, halogenoalkyl group or 
COY 2 (in which Y 2 is an amino, hydroxyamino, hydroxyalkyiamino, monoalkylamino, dialkylamino, cyclic amino, 
hydroxy or lower alkoxy group), R 2 is a lower alkyl, hydroxyalkyl, alkoxyalkyl or halogenoalkyl group, COY 2 (in which 
Y 2 has the same meaning as defined above), or a phenyl, pyridyl or aralkyl group which may be substituted, and 
R 3 is a hydrogen or halogen atom, or an alkyl, alkoxy, halogenoalkyl, amino, hydroxy or acyl group, or a salt thereof. 

2. The a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative or the salt thereof according to Claim 1 , wherein W in the general 
formula (1) is selected from among groups represented by the following (W-1) to (W-9): 
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R 5 




<W- 1 ) . (W- 2 ) (W- 3 ) 




(W- 7 ) (w- 8 : (W - 9 ) 



wherein R 4 is a hydrogen or halogen atom, an alkyl, alkoxy. haiogenoalkyl, amino, hydroxy, cyano, carbamoyl, acyl, 
nitro, carboxy or sulfonamide group, or a phenyl or benzyloxy which may be substituted, R 5 is a hydrogen atom, an 
alkyt group, or an aryf, aralkyl or pyridyl group which may be substituted, R 6 is a hydrogen atom or a lower alky! 
group, R 7 is a lower alkyt, phenyl or aralkyl group. Z 1 is O, S, CH 2 or NR 5 (in which R 5 has the same meaning as 
defined above), Z 2 is N or CH, and m is an integer of 1 to 4. 

3. A medicine comprising the a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative or the salt thereof according to Claim 1 or 
2 as an active ingredient 

4. The medicine according to Claim 3, which is an antidiabetic. 

5. The medicine according to Claim 3, which is an agent for lowering lipid. 

6. A medicinal composition comprising the a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative or the salt thereof according 
to Claim 1 or 2 and a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 

7. Use of the a-substituted phenylpropionic acid derivative or the salt thereof according to Claim 1 or 2 for a medicine. 
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